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An SxtraU of Tito Letters from Mr* 
Sampfon Birch, an Alderman and Jpo* 
thecary at Stafford, Concerning an Ex- 
traordinary Birth in Staffordshire, 
w>ith%efleBions thereon by Hdw. Tyfon 
M.D./v/too/^ColLo/Phyfitians, 
and of the R. Society. 

TTHe Wife of one Taylor i Taylor in Hejwoed in Stafford" 
■*• Sheir about 34. or 25. years of Age, being Married 
about a year* in January laftfell into Travel, and not being 
able to be delivered , after Five or Six days ftnt for 
Mr. HeUor a Chirurgeonat Lichfield,a.nd Ux-Bircl/s Wife : 
She perceived the child Dead and in a wrong pofition for 
Birth; wherefore having placed it right* fhe applyed fit Inn 
ftmments * and the Chirurgeon brought it away by fttength, 
fhe afterwards brought away the After-birth s burthen 
perceived-that their was ftill remaining fbmething betides, 
which lay feparate from the Child and Afterbirth ; but 
did very firmly adhere and was fixt to the Womb, info 
much that in feparating this , it was much more difficult, 
and painful to btr than bringing away the dead Child, and 
occalioned alarg Flux of Blood. 

The Thing it felf being fent by Mr. tirch to Dr. Plot- at 
Oxford, and by him to the J{oyaL Society, and So having 
ain opportunity of obferving it , and fincc of difcourfing 
Mr. Birch himfelf 5 I (hall here give not only a figure of 
this ftrange Body * but afdd to the accounts of it in the 
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Letters , what I think Material. Butmufl: premifethat 
twas mentioned ia them, that the Child was perfe&Iy for- 
med s that the Mother was fince recovered and walks a- 
broad ; that before Marriage (he was never troubled with 
any remarkable Diftempers: and that this body I am 
now going to defcribe was not obferved to be included in 
any Cyftis> the Secundine being all brought away before it. 

The bignefs and fbape of this Preternatural Body will be 
eafily conceived by our Figure which is made as exa& and 
large as the thing it felf In the upermoft part thereof, was 
a round protuberant Bone 3 f Inches in compafs s covered 
with a thick fkfhy Skin •, befet with fhqrt Hams ; on the 
top of this Bone in a Circle were placed Eight DentesMo* 
lares or thofe double Teeth we call Grinders. Thefe lb 
exa&ly refembledT^as to their fhape, whitenef$:»hard- 
nefsandin all other circumstances, that they can certainly 
be nothing eife:a little below this,in an other Bone ( which 
yet was faftned* to the former ) were placed Five other 
Teeth or Denies Molares 3 thefe were not fo in a dufter to« 
gether as the former; but Four of them made almoft 
a ftreight line , but fome dittance in the middle 3 and the 
Fifth a little out of rank , being placed below the Two 
uppermofh 

The remaining part of this Monftrous Body D cotnpof* d 
a large cyftis or Bag, filled with a liquid flimy matter^but 
notfecid. Thiscy//> on the outfide was fmooth.appeared 
fomewhatRed, and was abbut the thick nefs of the Scro- 
tum, 

But farther to encreafe the Wonder of this fo extraor- 
dinary a Birth, we obferved a little below the Bom (In 
which werefet the Eight Teeth before defcribed ) a large 
lock of //^r of a bright brown colour , whofe end was 
mtricated, and in tangled in a large quantity 6i hair of -& 
more faded sod yeUowifh color , which was foftned r> 
lie end of the Cyjiis oppofite to. thefe Teeth. But that this 
ock oiHaire was of a cofifiderable length, we eafily guef : 
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fed by thefeveral fniali curies we obferved in this yellow* 
tihHaire, which were of the fame bright colour with the 
former £0^ 

I muft take notice that in the middle of the Circle of 
the Eight Teeth F obferved a fmail hole , but which did 
not lead far ; and tho> thefe Teeth, Hair^ and a ftrong F* 
imagination might create a fancy of fome Monftrous-head 
here defigned to be formed; yet confidering how many 
and far more confiderable Parts were wanting; I cannot 
but rather choofewith the Sccptick etw*x«*, an ^ fafpend 
my belief thereof, or with Pliny to fay v Hoc nobis Mira„ 
ttdum , Jibi Ludibyium Ingeniofa finxit Natura. 

Whatmoft lean parallel it with* are thofe Infiancesl 
have formerly given ( in the Thihjoph. C&IkB. Numb. 2. ) 
of Teeth, Bones and Hairl have met with m the Ovarium* 
of Womm, as in one a Dens Camnto* or Eye Tooth on the 
out fide of the CyJHs ? and witbb, a large quantity .of a fine 
white long Hair , as in Fig, 3* Iti a fecond WomanThree 
Dente$ Mo/ares or Grinders perfe&ly formed, and a Fourth 
budding forth, all fet in their diftinft fockets in a Bane* as 
lathe Third Fig. and in this Cyfiisz great deal of yeJlowifh 
Heme. In a Third Woman diffe&ed by Dr. Sampfon , in 
each lejtick was a larg Tumor oxCyfits which inclofed a ve- 
ry large quantity of Ham 7 and there wasfaftned to the 
fides of them Two Boms* reprefented in Fig. 4. and 5. 
which tho not Teeth y y^tas to their Subftance , tho not 
Shape * approaching fomething near them, and a like In- 
ftunce too, Dr.Needhamhzs Informed me, he has met witb $ 
of Teeth and Haire in the fame part* 

But our prefent Inftance differs from the former -, in that 
this was in the Womb , and firmly adhereing to it ; the o- 
thers in the OvartumAn this the Hair was on the outfide thfe 
Cyjiis % and rooted in its TW^te^ in the others twas con- 
tained within it. But as the Child which was perfe&Iy 
formed, and with much difficulty at laft was brought from 
this Woman j I doubt not at firft , being included in 
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the £^dtfcended from the ovarium j folikewife this Sub* 
ventaneous Egg I quejftion noc might be tranfmir ted from 
thefameplace; and Nature who is never Idle > being dis- 
appointed of forming in this a peileft Foetm^ made the 
befU>fwhat the matter would afford*, and might produce 
thtkTeeth, Bones and Haire, which may be reckoned as 
Animal Vegetables. 

How liable thefe Parts m v\ omen are to Tumors, there 
js none who have been converfant in Morbid DifieUions 
bur nmft be fenfible; in fomach that thole frequent In- 
ftances I have rnet with > havs fully perfwaded me thac 
there is ?io Part in the Body is fo often the feat and Caufes of 
T)ropfiejinWomMMthe t Ovariumj a too Luxuriant afflux of 
Humors, eafily extending thefe inintue Egs into large 
and fometimes moft prodigious Cyflis's, that fometimes £ 
have taken iome Gallons of water out of them, where I 
have found them entire ; tho moft times the vaft quantity 
of Waters barfts the Membrane, andfo it empties it felfinto 
the Cavity of the Abdomen 

But there are fbmel find, who by no means will admit 
oiEgs But will have them all to be Hydatides. But til 
fkcluime as I can find fomething more confiderable object- 
ed againft this Hypothecs $ I cannot but firmly adhere to it, 
fince to me it feems fo clearly demonstrated, be/ides abun- 
dance of others,that Inflame in the Philofoph. Trans. Num s 
Z47. I think a good Proof,, and that lately given in the 
Journal de Medicine makes it clear enough, which being re- 
markable it may gratify lome, it may be t to have it in 
Enghjb, 
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